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VictorUFO believedto be

meteorite
The Departmentof Defencebelieves

that the "unidentifiedflying object"
which fell into the ocean at Encounter

Bay on Saturdaywas most likelya
meteorite.

Defence DepartmentPublic Relationsof-
ficer,Major AS. Reynoldssaid yesterdayhis

department had been informedby the
FederalDepartmentof Sciencethat the ob-
ject wouldmost likelyhave been a meteorite

as occurredof the South Australiancoast in

1982.

Maj. Reynoldssaid the RAAF had no in-
tentionsat this stage of investigating

sightings of the "UFO".

"We have found a numberof holes in

weekendnewspaper reportsof the incident,

one of which was that an RAAF Hercules did

not sightthe object,"he said.

"HoweverI am asking peopleto writeto

me with their eyewitness accountsand
should circumstances then warrant, the

RAAF may look into the
incident,"

he added.

Maj. Reynolds asked eyewitnesses to con-
tact him in writing at Keswick Barracks.
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The objectwas seen by dozensof people,

both locallyand as far southas Port Mac-
Donnell in the South-East and south-western

Victoria.

As well as the main object,whichplum-

metedinto the oceanoff Encounter Bay at
about middayon Saturday,anotherpiece is
reportedto have falleninto the oceannear
Chiton Rocks.

VictorHarborpolicewere first alertedto
the incidentat 1.20 pm when they received

a call from the Police
Communications

centre

in Adelaidethat numerousreportshad been
receivedfrom alongthe coastof eithera
meteoriteor space junk enteringthe at-
mospherethen breakingup and fallinginto
the ocean.

Local resident, Mr GeorgeThorn said his
wife had seen what appeared to be a distress

flareeast of GraniteIsland,from theirhome

in Hind marshRoad,Victor Harbor.

Mr Thorn got his binoculars,focussedon
the spotand saw whatappearedto be a red

and whiteboat goingup off a wave,falling

back into the sea and
disappearing.

Mr Thorn contacted police,who in turn
contactedthe Victor Harbor-Goolwa Sea

Rescuesquadronto assist.

Spokesmanfor the squadron,Mr Glen
Goldsacksaid three boats were launchedto

searchfor possible missingcrew.
"We calledon anotherthree boats to

launchto join the searchwhen VictorHarbor
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policereceiveda call from AdelaideAirport

that an aircrafthad sightedan objectfalling

into the wateroff VictorHarbor,the search

was then abandoned ,"he said.

A largepiecehad
reportedly falleninto the

ocean 100 metresoff the coast from the

ChitonRocks Surf IifesavingClub.
The policecontacted the Club which con-

firmedthat something had falleninto the sea
at aboutnoon.

Continuedon page 13

UFO believed

tobea
meteorite
Continuedfrom page 1

Mr BrianOrchard said he walkedout of the

frontdoor of his Port Elliotesplanade home
justaftermiddayand saw a

brilliantspearof
gold and white flame about three metres

above the water, headingstraightdown,
directly

off the beachin frontof the surf
club house.

The flame was very
noticeable,

even in
broad daylightwith the sun shining,'he



Victor Harbour Times (SA : 1932 - 1986), Wednesday 28 May 1986, page 1 (4)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article201145426

said.'I knewit couldnot be a flareas it was
travellingtoo fast,'he added.

Mr. Orchard immediatelyphoned Mr. Jim
Millerat the Chitonclub house who said

therewas no one on the beachfrom the club
lettingoff flares.

He
investigatedfurtherat the beach,but

found nothing.

Meanwhile the story has createdinterestin
the easternStates,with local policereceiving

telephone calls from Sydney newspapers all
day Sunday.


